
“From the lab to the street”: First Courageous

Scientists Award ceremony at Porgy&Bess in

Vienna – Award winners from the US, Nigeria,

Italy, Peru and the Pacific Islands

On Saturday evening, the Courageous Scientists Award for Environmental

and Climate Justice was presented for the first time at the Porgy&Bess jazz

club in Vienna. Five scientists from five continents received the €5,000 award for

their courageous fight against the pollution and destruction of livelihoods in the

course of oil production and pipelines, especially in areas inhabited by

indigenous peoples; corruption involving extractive industries and government

actors; failure of state administrations in the field of climate policy; for

transformative change and the protection of human rights in the environmental

and climate collapse. This tireless commitment often involves personal risks to

their professional careers and even their lives.

Norbert Mayr from Vienna, the founder of the award, cited the 2019 resolutions of

the Austrian National Council and the European Parliament on the environmental

and climate emergency, which should be given top priority. Nevertheless, global

emissions are currently reaching an all-time high instead of declining. Scientists

know the facts about the accelerating climate collapse and its consequences, but

often shy away from telling the truth. “Courageous scientists and scholars,

especially in the Global South, need global visibility in their often

dangerous fight for environmental and climate justice. With this award, we

also want to encourage other researchers, especially in the Global North, to

take a much more decisive public stance,” said Mayr.

Award winners

Indian climate activist Payal Parekh, a member of the nominating jury, hosted the

programme.

The award winners were:

Name Description

Ass.

Prof. Rose

Abramoff

PhD (USA)

A climate scientist who takes part in actions of civil

disobedience under the motto ‘from the lab to the streets!’ and

risked losing her professional livelihood in the process.

Olanrewaju

Suraju MR

(Nigeria)

Who heads a large NGO fighting corrupt networks in the oil

industry and state apparatus.



Name Description

Dr. Elisa

Privitera

(Italy/Canada)

Who researches living conditions in Sicilian and Canadian

cities and supports poor communities in their fight for

environmental and social rights.

Olivia Bisa

Tirko (Peru)

The first woman to lead the Chapra people in their resistance

to the exploitation of the Amazon by the oil industry.

Cynthia

Houniuhi

LLM (Pacific

Islands)

Who, together with her student organisation, succeeded in

getting the International Court of Justice to rule that all states

have a duty to prevent climate damage. After the decision by

the Courageous Scientists Award jury, it was announced that

her organisation would also receive an Alternative Nobel Prize

this year.

The award winners expressed their gratitude for the prize in live video calls.

Olivia Bisa Tirko spoke from COP30 in Belem, where she represents the

interests of indigenous peoples against the fossil industry. ‘Courage in science

and activism is not just about bold experiments or groundbreaking theories

—it is about perseverance, integrity, and the willingness to ask difficult

questions even when answers are elusive or inconvenient,’ said Olanrewaju

Suraju.

Human rights expert Manfred Nowak emphasised that the Courageous

Scientists Award strengthens commitment to human rights at a time when

authoritarian governments and fossil fuel companies are increasingly resorting to

violence against activists. Vienna-based climate policy expert Reinhard Steurer

spoke of ‘universal self-deception’ in the face of impending climate collapse. He

said that most scientists in Austria lack the courage to speak the truth and

participate in activism for the urgently needed rapid, transformative change.

Some of the evening’s attendees described it as a moving event – particularly

due to the emotionally powerful statements made by the award winners. Karin

Österreicher and Simon Raab provided musical accompaniment for the award

ceremony, which was followed by a charity concert.

The Courageous Scientists Award for Environmental and Climate Justice will be

presented annually from this year onwards. Each year’s award winners will form

the jury for the following year. Further information is available at

https://courageousscientistsaward.org/.
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Captions:

Founder and initiator Dr. Norbert Mayr, Vienna, at the presentation of the

Courageous Scientists Award 2025
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Scientific board member Dr. Mariam Wagialla (Sudan/Austria) with Peruvian

award winner Olivia Bisa Tirko, who is connected live from COP30

Winners and participants of the Courageous Scientists Award 2025 at the

gala at Porgy&Bess
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